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TRUSTEES’  REPORT 


To  Ellen  C.  Potter,  M .1) Secretary  of  Welfare. 

Madam  : — We,  the  Trustees  of  the  Torrance  State  Hos- 
pital, present  the  Fifth  Annual  Report,  at  the  end  of  the 
Fiscal  year,  May  31,  1924. 

The  passage  and  approval  of  The  Administrative  Code 
abolished  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Hospital  as  it  for- 
merly existed  and  created  in  the  Department  of  Welfare 
an  Administrative  Board  to  be  known  as  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Torrance  State  Hospital,  and  to  this  Board  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  appointed  : — 

John  M.  Jamison Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County. 

Sara  W.  Zimmers Scottdale,  Westmoreland  County. 

Dorsey  W.  Yealy  ...  Blairsville,  Indiana  County. 

Marie  McConnell  Beistel  . . . Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County. 

Grant  Dibert Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County. 

John  B.  Coldsmitii Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  County. 

Frances  McDonald  Wallace  . . . Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County. 

Charles  L.  Snowdon Brownsville,  Fayette  County. 

John  E.  Kunkle Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County. 

Five  of  these  members  met  at  the  Hospital  on  July 
27th,  1923  and  organized,  by  electing  the  following  officers: 

John  it.  Jamison President. 

Dorsey  W.  Yealy Treasurer. 

Sara  W.  Zimmers Secretary. 

C.  B.  McKinnis  . . . Assistant  Secretary. 

In  taking  up  our  duties  as  members  of  this  Board,  we 
find  that  in  addition  to  the  general  management  of  the 
Hospital  as  it  now  exists,  there  is  an  appropriation  for  con- 
struction work  in  the  amount  of  $293,100.00,  divided  as 
follows: — For  erection  of  one  Ward  Building  and  Sewer 
connection  thereto,  $173,000.00;  for  the  construction  of 
Water  Mains,  enlargement  of  reservoir  and  acquisition  of 
of  lands  for  the  protection  of  water  supply,  $75,000.00;  for 
the  erection  and  construction  of  Heating  plant  units, 
$40,000.00;  for  Painting,  Repairing  and  Fencing,  $3,100.00. 
The  water  main  from  the  service  reservoir  to  the  location 
selected  on  Shirey  Run  will  be  something  over  three  miles 
and  the  purchase  of  12  inch  Universal  Cast  Iron  Water 
pipe  has  been  made  and  delivered.  In  laying  this  main, 
connections  will  be  placed  at  the  crossing  of  Gray’s  Run 
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and  Hamnett  Run  so  that  the  supply  from  these  streams 
may  later  be  turned  into  the  Main  to  the  Hospital.  It 
would  seem  that,  with  the  completion  of  the  contemplated 
water  supply  system,  the  Hospital  will  be  well  guarded  from 
a shortage  of  water  for  all  time.  Empounding  darns  of 
these  streams  will  be  necessary  as  the  Hospital  develops 
and  appropriations  should  be  provided  for  a gradual  de- 
velopment of  the  system. 

The  work  on  the  New  Building  is  progressing  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  brick  work  has  been  completed 
above  the  second  floor.  The  economy  in  construction  here 
is  still  shown  by  examination  of  the  costs  of  excavating, 
concrete  work,  brick  making  and  reinforced  floors,  as  well  as 
other  work  into  which  the  assistance  of  patient  labor  enters. 

Painting  and  repair  of  buildings  about  the  Hospital 
property  has  been  made,  and  adds  much  to  the  usefulness 
and  appearance. 

There  still  remains,  within  the  area  of  Farm  lands 
owned  by  the  Hospital,  three  small  tracts  known  as  the 
Iiamill  tract,  the  Penrod  tract  and  Derry  Township  Board 
of  Education  tract  which  should  be  accpiired  as  soon  as 
possible.  They  should  be  purchased  at  a reasonable  price 
and  would  complete  the  block  of  farm  land  contemplated 
and  would  complete  the  block  of  farm  land  contemplated  by 
the  Building  Commission  and  the  former  Board  of  Trustees. 

AVe  would  also  urge  the  extension  of  the  Hospital  hold- 
ings on  the  watersheds  of  Chestnut  Ridge,  in  such  amounts 
as  not  to  place  the  entire  appropriation  in  one  Legislature 
period,  but  with  the  intention  of  ultimately  controlling 
the  water  of  Shirey,  Gray’s  and  Hamnett  Runs. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  with  statistical  tables 
to  show  details  of  the  Hospital  business  is  attached  to  this 

report.  John  M.  Jamison,  President 

Dorsey  AV.  Yealit,  Treasurer 
Sara  AV.  Zimmers,  Secretary 
Grant  Dibert 
Marie  McConnell  Beistel 
John  B.  Coldsmith 
Frances  McDonald  AVallace 
Charles  L.  Snowdon 
John  E.  Kunkle 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees. 

Gentlemen: — In  accord  with  the  By-Laws  of  this 
Board,  I respectfully  submit  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Torrance  State  Hospital  for  the  year  ending  May  31, 
1924. 

Changes  in  Population 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Hospital  register  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  was  282  and  27  of  these  were 
absent  from  the  Hospital  on  parole.  62  patients  were  ad- 
mitted during  the  year  on  transfer  from  other  Mental 
Hospitals.  Four  patients  were  discharged  as  restored,  24 
as  improved  and  7 deaths  occurred,  three  of  these  died 
during  Epileptic  Convulsions.  The  average  daily  number 
of  patients  actually  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year  was 
281.23,  and  the  average  daily  number  on  visit  was  32.66. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Hospital  register  showed  310 
patients  with  13  of  these  on  parole.  The  average  daily 
number  of  patients  usefully  employed  was  149.54  or  53-)-% 
of  the  average  daily  population. 

Medical  Administration 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Frank  D.  Glenn,  M.D., 
entered  t lie  services  of  the  Hospital  as  Assistant  Physician. 

The  Stone  house  on  the  Bellsfield  Property  has  been 
remodeled  and  equipped  with  modern  conveniences  for  the 
home  of  Doctor  Glenn  and  his  family.  He  is  furnished 
light,  heat  and  water  in  addition  to  his  salary.  No  food  is 
furnished,  though  he  has  the  privilege  of  purchasing  sup- 
plies from  the  Hospital  Store-room.  3Ve  hope  this  arrange- 
ment may  add  to  the  pleasures  and  comforts  of  our 
Assistant. 

An  examination  of  each  patient  has  been  made  and  a 
record  of  these  examinations  filed.  Doctor  D.  L.  Young 
and  Doctor  II.  A.  Gontz  have  attended  to  some  of  the 
needed  dental  work  for  patients,  who  could  be  sent  to  their 
offices  in  Blairsville. 

One  group  of  37  patients  transferred  to  the  Hospital 
are  of  a feeble  class  and  not  at  all  suitable  to  assist  in 
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the  construction  work.  Some  had  to  be  brought  from 
the  station  in  the  automobile  and  many  have  been  bedrid- 
den much  of  the  time  since  admission.  They  have  added 
to  the  expense  of  caring  for  the  small  group  of  patients 
we  have  here  and  their  presence  is  also  reflected  in  lowered 
percentage  of  patients  usefully  employed. 

Construction 

The  construction  appropriation  approved  by  the  Gover- 
or,  July  13,  1923,  made  it  possible  to  commence  some  of  the 
work  provided  for.  The  Cast  Iron  water  pipe  for  laying 
the  Mains  to  Shirey  Run  has  been  distributed  along  part  of 
the  right  of  way  and  some  of  the  ditch  dug.  The  gate 
valves,  altitude  valve  and  strainer  have  been  placed  in 
the  valve  house  at  the  reservoir  and  some  pipe  laid  at 
that  end  of  the  line. 

The  water  supply  has  been  quite  inadequate  at  times 
during  the  year.  A larger  pump  has  been  purchased  and 
placed  on  Hamnett  Run  and  from  this,  water  is  pumped 
into  the  service  reservoir.  We  trust  this  may  meet  our 
needs  until  such  a time  as  the  water  main  is  laid  to  the 
mountain  streams. 

Work  on  Ward  Building  Number  1 is  going  along  nicely. 
The  concrete  in  the  footer  course  and  basement  walls  was 
placed  at  a cost  of  $3.52  per  cubic  yard.  The  first  and 
second  floor  of  tile  and  reinforced  concrete  have  been  com- 
pleted and  brick  work  is  being  done  on  the  second  floor. 
The  rate  per  hour  for  bricklayers  will  be  increased  from 
$1.25  to  $1.50  per  hour  on  June  1,  1924.  On  account  of  so 
much  repair  being  required  for  slate  roof,  the  roof  plan  of 
this  building  has  been  changed  from  a slope  to  a flat  built-up 
roof  and  this  change  has  been  approved. 

A brick  water  section  has  been  built  to  the  Main  Dor- 
mitory to  correct  the  poor  plumbing  arrangement.  In  this 
addition  is  now  placed  the  day  and  night  toilets,  the  bath 
room  as  well  as  a wash  room  for  attendants.  There  has 
also  been  built  an  addition  to  the  heating  plant  at  the 
Main  Dormitory,  which  adds  much  to  the  convenience  and 
storage  capacity  for  coal.  Another  boiler  should  be  placed 
in  this  building  as  we  have  only  one  boiler  and  any  thing 
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going  wrong  with  it  would  cause  much  difficulty  and  suf- 
fering if  it  came  during  the  winter  season. 

Some  repairs  have  been  made  at  the  Dairy  Barn  and 
a new  bull  house  erected. 

We  have  taken  up  with  the  Supervisor  of  Derry  Town- 
ship and  the  Officials  of  the  Conemaugh  Division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  the  relocating  and  improving  of  the 
road  leading  from  the  Hospital  to  the  Railroad  Station. 
The  changes  considered  would  eliminate  three  grade  level 
railroad  crossings  and  give  us  a shorter  road  that  would 
be  more  easily  maintained. 


Farm 

The  farm  production  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  dur- 
ing the  year.  Some  crops  show  a yield  that  we  might 
wish,  while  others  were  not  satisfactory.  There  continues 
to  be  a gradual  improvement  in  the  farm  both  in  appear- 
ance and  working  of  the  soil.  This  improvement  being 
due  to  the  erection  of  1000  rods  of  wire  fence  and  the 
cleaning  and  cultivating  of  fields  that  have  been  in  a state 
of  neglect  for  several  years.  The  chief  problem  will  now 
be  to  bring  these  acres  back  to  a fertility  that  will  justify 
cultivation.  As  a step  in  this  direction  a car  of  feeder 
cattle  has  been  purchased  with  the  idea  of  using  up  the 
roughage  produced  and  returning  to  the  land  much  that 
is  needed,  as  well  as  producing  beef  for  the  hospital  con- 
sumption. The  crop  rotation  has  been  shortened  to  three 
years  to  help  in  this  upbuilding  of  the  soil. 

The  raising  of  potatoes  has  been  disappointing  and 
we  have  taken  this  up  with  Professor  E.  L.  Nixon  of  State 
College,  and  a plan  has  now  been  formulated  under  his 
direction — the  purchase  of  disease  free  seed,  the  planting, 
spraying  and  cultivating  will  be  according  to  this  plan 
and  we  hope  for  better  results. 

To  afford  belt  power  necessary  for  operating  the  farm 
machinery,  a Deering  International  Tractor  has  been  pur- 
chased. 

On  October  6th,  1923,  fire  destroyed  the  Douglas  Barn. 
It  was  discovered  early  in  the  morning  and  the  only  thing 
possible  to  do  was  to  save  the  adjoining  buildings.  The 
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fire  apparently  started  in  the  hay  mow  and  may  have 
been  due  to  the  act  of  tramps.  The  matter  has  been  in- 
vestigated by  the  Secretary  of  Property  and  Supplies  and 
steps  are  being  taken  for  replacement. 

The  Dairy  herd,  which  has  not  had  any  reactors  to 
Bovin  Tuberculosis  since  the  beginning  of  the  Hospital, 
has  now  been  certified  as  an  Accredited  Herd.  During 
the  year  ten  registered  heifers  were  purchased  from  the 
Polk  State  School  and  a young  bull  from  the  Bell  Farm 
at  Coraopolis  and  added  to  the  herd. 

The  development  of  the  cliickery,  on  the  Coursin  Farm, 
has  commenced  by  building  an  incubator  cellar  and  feed 
room  as  well  as  four  colony  houses  and  the  purchase  of 
incubator  and  brooders. 

The  garden  production  was  satisfactory  during  the  past 
season  and  the  acreage  will  be  increased  this  year. 

Religious  Services  and  Acknowledgements 

Religious  services  have  been  held  each  Sabbath  after- 
noon in  the  day  room  of  Wilbur  Graff  Cottage.  This  room 
will  accommodate  over  100  and  is  serving  the  needs  of  our 
small  population  very  well.  The  Ministers  from  Blairsville 
have  alternated  at  these  services.  Members  of  the  Choir 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Junior  Choruses 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  have  contributed  much  to  the 
services,  with  their  music. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  are  attached  to  this  report. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of 
this  Board  for  their  support. 

C.  R.  McKinnis, 

Superintendent. 
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KITCHEN  — WILBUR  GRAFF  COTTAGE 


TABLE  1.  GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Bata  correct  at  end  of  Institution  year  May  31,  1924. 


1-  Date  of  opening  as  Institution  for  the  Insane,  November  25,  1919, 
2 Type  of  Institution: — County,  State,  Endowed,  Private,  State 
Hospital. 


3.  Hospital  Plant: — 

Value  of  Property: — 

Real  Estate  Including  Buildings  $313,298.46 

Personal  Property  105,150.72 


Total,  $418,449.18 

Total  acreage  of  hospital  property  owned  2,011.536 

Additional  acreage  rented  None 

Total  acreage  under  cultivation  during  previous 

year  1,000 


4. 


Officers  and  Employees: — 


Superintendent  

Assistant  Physician 

Medical  Interns  

Clinical  Assistants 


Actually  in  service  at  end  of  the  year 
Males  Females  Total 

' 1 0 1 

1 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 


Total  Physicians  2 

Stewards  0 

Resident  Dentists  0 

Graduate  Nurses  0 

Other  Nurses  and  Attendants  20 

Teachers  of  Occupational  Therapy  0 

Social  Workers  0 

All  other  Officers  and  Employees  33 


0 2 

0 . 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 20 

0 0 

0 0 

7 40 


Total  Officers  and  Employees  55  7 62 
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Census  of  Patient  Population  at  end  of  Year: — 

White: — 

Absent  from  Institution 
but  still  on  books 

Actually  in  Institution 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Insane  

281 

0 

281 

11 

0 

11 

Epileptics  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mental  Defectives 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 


Alcoholics  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drug  Addicts  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Neurosvphilitics  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(without  psychosis) 

All  other  cases  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  

281 

0 

281 

11 

0 

11 

(10  Epilepti 

cs  are 

included  in  Insane) 

Absent  from  Institution 

but  still  on  books 

Actually  in  Institution 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Colored: — 

Insane  

16 

0 

16 

1 

0 

1 

Epileptics  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mental  Defectives 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alcoholics  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drug  Addicts  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Neurosyphilitics  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(without  psychosis) 

All  other  cases  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  

16 

0 

16 

1 

0 

1 

Grand  Total  

297 

• 0 

297 

12 

0 

12 

Males 

Females 

Total 

6.  Patients  employed  in  industrial  classes  or  in 

general  hospital  work  on  date  of  report  231  0 231 

7.  Average  daily  number  of  all  patients  actually 


in  Institution  during  year  279  0 2 79 

8.  Voluntary  patients  admitted  during  year  0 0 0 

9.  Persons  given  advice  or  treatment  in  out- 

patient clinics  during  year  0 0 0 


TABLE  2.  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


For  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  May  31,  1924. 


Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  from  previous  fiscal  year  ....Overdraft  $1,052.39 

Received  from  appropriations  170,761.13 

Received  from,  paying  patients  144.00 

Received  from  all  other  sources  114,258.79 


Total  receipts  $284,111.53 

Disbursements 

1.  Expenditures  for  mainenance  of  patients: — 


Salaries  and  wages  $44,102.51 
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Provisions  (food)  29,447.77 

Fuel,  light  and  water  8,866.02 

All  other  expenditures  for  mainte- 
nance   14,178.16 


Total  Expenditures  for  maintenance  $96,594.46 

2.  Expenditures  for  purpose  other  than  maintenance 

including  new  buildings,  additions,  extraordinary 

repairs,  improvements,  etc 124,369.40 

3.  Expenditures  for  repayment  of  loans  and  interest 

on  loans  60,506.02 


Total  Expenditures  $281,469.88 

Amount  returned  to  State  Treasurer  or  other  officials  ....  0.00 

Balance  on  hand  at  close  of  year  2,641.65 


Total  disbursements,  including  balance  on  hand  ....  $284,111.53 


TABLE  3.  MOVEMENT  OF  INSANE  PATIENT  POPULATION 


For  the  Year  Beginning  June  1,  1923  and  Ending  May  31,  1924 

Males  Females  Total 


1.  Insane  patients  on  books  of  Institution  at 

beginning  of  Institution  year  282  0 282 

2.  Admissions  during  year: — 

a — First  admissions  0 0 0 

b — Readmissions  0 0 0 

e — Transfers  from  other  Institutions  for 

mental  diseases  62  0 62 

3.  Total  received  during  year  62  0 62 

4.  Total  on  books  during  year  344  0 344 

5.  Discharge  from  books  during  year: — 

a — As  recovered  4 0 4 

b — As  improved  21  0 21 

c — As  unimproved  10  1 

d — As  without  psychosis  0 0 0 

e — Transferred  to  other  institutions  for 

mental  diseases  2 0 2 

f — Died  during  year  7 0 7 

6.  Total  discharged,  transferred  and  died  dur- 

ing year  35  0 35 

7.  Insane  patients  remaining  on  books  of  Insti- 

tution at  end  of  institution  year  309  0 309 
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TABLE  15.  DISCHARGES  OF  PATIENTS  CLASSIFIED  WITH 
REFERENCE  TO  PRINCIPAL  PSYCHOSIS  AND 
CONDITION  ON  DISCHARGE 
For  the  Year  Ending  May  31,  1924. 

Psychosis  Total  Recovered  Improved  Unimproved  Not 


Insane 

M 

F T 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F T 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

T 

]. 

Senile  

2 

0 2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

General  paralysis.. 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

O. 

Alcoholic  

9 

0 2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4. 

Manic-Depressive 

7 

0 7 

9 

0 

9 

4 

0 4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Dementia  Praecox 

13 

0 13 

l 

0 

l 

11 

0 11 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Paranoia  or  para- 

noid  condition  .... 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 . 

With  mental  deft- 

ciency  

9 

0 2 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  

28 

0 28 

4' 

0 

4 

21 

0 21 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

TABLE  16.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  PATIENTS  WITH 
REFERENCE  TO  PRINCIPAL  PSYCHOSIS 
For  the  Year  Ending  May  31,  1924. 


Causes  of  death  Total  Senile  Manic  Involution  Epileptic  Mental 


M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

Depressive  Melancholia  psychosis  deficiency 
T M F T M F T M F T M F T 

Tuberculosis  of 

lungs  

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Epilepsy  

Endocarditis  & 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Myocarditis  .. 

3 

0 

• ) 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  

7 

0 

7 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

TAELE  17. 

AGE 

OF 

PATIENTS 

AT 

TIME 

OF 

DEATH 

WITH  REFERENCE  TO  PRINCIPAL  PSYCHOSIS 

For  the  Year  Ending  May  31,  1924. 


Psychosis 

Total 

25-29 

45-49 

50-54 

5 

5-59 

60-64 

65-i 

69 

70  yrs. 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

& over 

M 

F 

T 

M F T 

M F T 

M F T 

M F T 

M 

FT 

M FT 

M F T 

Senile  

3 

0 

1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

1 0 

1 

0 0 0 

Involution 

Melancholia 

9 

0 

9 

0 0 0 

3 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

10  1 

Dementia 

Praecox  ... 

3 

0 

1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 1 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 0 

Epileptic 

Psychosis  .. 

3 

0 

3 

1 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 

0 1 

1 

0 1 

0 0 

0 

0 0 0 

Total  

7 

0 

7 

10  1 

10  1 

10  1 

1 

0 1 

1 

0 1 

1 0 

1 

10  1 

IS 


TABLE  18.  TOTAL  DURATION  OF  HOSPITAL  LIFE  OF 
PATIENTS  DYING  IN  HOSPITAL  CLASSIFIED 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  PSYCHOSIS 


For  the  Year  Ending  May  31,  1924. 


Psychosis 

Total 

1 to 

2 

years 

M 

I' 

T 

M 

F 

T 

M 

1. 

Senile  

...  1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Involution  Melancholia  ... 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3. 

Dementia  Praecox  

...  i 

0 

i 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4. 

Epileptic  Psychosis  

...  3 

0 

3 

9 

0 

2 

1 

Total  

...  7 

0 

7 

4 

0 

4 

3 

19 

Oc^W 


3 to  4 
years 
F T 
0 1 
0 1 
0 0 
0 1 


0 3 


